
COMMUNITY 101: 
in awe of shared love
LED TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY, 
QWO GUESTS ENCOURAGE 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES
by Jennifer Bridges, Founder of 
Embrace Compassion

Astounded once again by the 
power of kindness, love and 
cooperation that is birthed in 
mutual admiration and fruitful 
relationships.  While attending 

the least of these in Ethiopia.  
An unlikely partnership was 
fashioned and now only months 
later, we have completed two 
such joint venture projects.  

The guests of Quiet Waters 
blessed me abundantly as 
I watched them carefully 
fashion beautiful banners, and 
later, hand crafted Christmas 
cards for the four families 
Embrace Compassion has 
vowed to remember.  Embrace 
Compassion was founded to 
acknowledge and alleviate the 
pain and suffering of the extreme 
poor as well as encourage 
and support others who are 
committed to the same.  We 
believe that making a lasting 
difference in Africa can be 
accomplished through direct 
care and through encouraging 
the longevity of those serving 
in country by blessing them 
personally through words of 
encouragement, cards and small 
gifts for their families.  Quiet 
Waters has given out of their 
abundance and love and has 
partnered in a very tangible way 
to accomplish a little piece of 
Love being sent from America to 
Ethiopia.  It was even mentioned 
to me, that some of the residents 
had agreed to give up the 
treasured bingo pot to buy a 
coveted chocolate bar for each 

a training, Becky and Steve 
captured my inquisitive spirit as 
they shared about the treasured 
guests in the Quiet Waters 
Community.  My heart tugged 
as I longed to share in the good 
thing they had going on.  After 
only a few minutes of discussion, 
Becky and Steve offered to bless 
my American friends serving 

TREASURE NIGHT
TALENT SHOWS

Our Treasure Night guests had 
two chances to shine in the 
spotlight at the annual Talent 
Shows.  Both Sunset & Hillsboro 
Presbyterian Treasure Nights 
host yearly opportunities for 
our singers, poets, dancers, 
comedians and artists to 
showcase their talents.  In 2012, 
there will be a small “America’s 
Got Talent” competition at 
Treasure Nights.  The winning 
acts will then practice to perform 
at QWO’s 2012 Annual Benefit 
Dinner.  Start preparing now!

ABOUT ME: ben goff
discovery guest shares his 
thoughts on quiet waters

the quest for legacy:
QWO’S BOARD LOOKS TO SECURE QWO’S FUTURE
As we look back on 2011, we are pleased with 
progress of the board in overseeing the services 
and leadership of this ministry.  Focused primarily on 
building a governance-based leadership team, the 
Board has reviewed the organization’s legal, financial, 
and governance practices.  We are confident the 
organization is financially sound and managed well.  

We are excited as we look forward to 2012.  We seek 
more opportunities to connect with the owners of QWO:  
the public, local community, churches, health & social 
support organizations, guests, and their families.    
Through these connections, we seek more and better 
ways to accomplish our important mission to serve a 

special population of people in our community.  Our 
goal is to secure a strong and lasting future for this 
organization based on God’s guidance.

It is our hope that you too develop a love for this 
organization.  We urge you to arrange a visit to a 
QWO event; to share your QWO experiences with 
co-workers, friends, and neighbors; and/or consider 
QWO as one of the worthwhile charities you support.  
We guarantee your heart will be touched.  

On behalf of the Board, we wish you and your family a 
blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

“I LOVE TO HANG OUT WITH MY 
GROUP, SO TO ME IT IS ONE OF 
THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS I 
ENJOY ABOUT DISCOVERY.” 

There are many things 
that we do that I love 
to do.  I love art stuff.  
Going to see art and 
doing crafts together.  
When we do cooking 
is fun.  I love music 
so whenever we are 
able to listen to music.  
When our group goes shopping 
at Dollar Tree and Goodwill I 
have so much fun because I 

get good deals...really cheap.  I 
love it when we volunteer at the 
library because I’m able to pick 

up good books to read 
and good CD’s of music 
to listen too.  I enjoy all 
the different outings we 
do, it makes the day at 
Selah West full of FUN!  
I think that’s all I have 
to say right now. But I’m 
thankful for all the people 
like Steve who runs Quiet 
Waters and my group 

leader.  I know that they care 
about me and my friends.  

upcoming events
All-Treasure Night Winter Concert - Jerry Davis

January 20th, 7-8:30pm @ Sunset Presbyterian Church
Everyone is welcome!

Treasure Nights Programs
      Every Tuesday and the 2nd Thursday of the month, 7-8:30pm
        Visit our website for locations & directions.

family and to send it along with 
the cards.  

My heart is swollen with affection 
and admiration for the guests, for 
the blessing that Quiet Waters is, 
for Becky and Steve and the gift 
of encouragement that together 
we can send all the way across 
the world.  I personally want 
to take the opportunity to say 
thank you, on behalf of Embrace 
Compassion to Quiet Waters, for 
allowing such collaboration that 
oozes with LOVE.  

Rock On!

Dear Santa...
�:�H�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�D�O�O�\���J�R�R�G���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�����W�K�D�W���L�V���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���H�[�F�H�S�W���'�R�Q�D�O�G���6�F�R�W�W���������:�H�¶�U�H���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���¿�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���U�H�P�R�G�H�O�L�Q�J��
job at Martha’s Place and was wondering if you could help us out.  Our guests love listening to music, however 
our portable CD player is on its last leg.  We also love watching movies on the weekends and it shows--our DVD 
player works part of the time and only a few of our DVD’s work on it.  If it all possible, a �����´���À�D�W���V�F�U�H�H�Q���7�9 would be 
great too as our old tube TV and rickety stand is threatening to fall over and quit.  Art and craft supplies are a big 
hit every day with our guests at both homes; we’re running low.  Board games (Qwirkle, Trouble, Spot it), puzzles, 
and Wii Games, especially Wii Sports II are always a blast to play with our friends.  We have one last room to paint 

and redecorate, it’s our rec room and it really needs a face lift.  Cooking is a big part of the overnight experience and we are in great need of a 
blender and food processor.  We know you are very busy getting ready for your big day and hope that you will help make this the best year ever!  
								      

									         With love, Your friends at Quiet Waters Outreach

If you would like to help Santa out with our wish list, please feel free to send your donation to QWO marking “Santa’s Elves” and which 
underlined Christmas gift you would like to give to QWO.  Duplicate gifts will be applied to making our services possible.  

We (and Santa) thank you in advance!



PO Box 714 Sherwood, OR 97140
www.quietwatersoutreach.org

volunteers: the backbone of our services
EVERY YEAR HUNDREDS OF 
VOLUNTEERS SHARE TIME & 
TALENTS TO MAKE OUR SERVICES 
POSSIBLE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RESPITE CARE, 
VOLUNTEERING, TREASURE NIGHTS, OR QWO 

CALL US AT 503-620-8288 OR VISIT US ONLINE AT 
WWW.QUIETWATERSOUTREACH.ORG

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

At the very heart of this ministry sits hundreds 
of gifted people who love individuals with 
DD and wish to volunteer their time and 
talents to make QWO’s programs possible. 
They help run Treasure Nights, assist our 
staff on an outing with the guests, use their 
time, resources and faith to support this 
ministry, use their carpentry and decorating 
skills to help remodel Martha’s Place, serve 
on the leadership team of QWO and many 
other volunteer opportunities. They all are 
volunteers who offer their time and energy 
to keep our yards and houses looking their 
best and allow our programs to continue 
reaching out to this community.  It is with 
great appreciation that we thank our faithful 
volunteers!!

N O N P R O F I T 
ORGANIZATION
U S P O S T A G E 

P A I D
S H E R W O O D
O R E G O N
P E R M I T # 2 9

“he leads me beside 
quiet waters, he 
restores my soul”
                  ~Psalm 23:2-3

Since 1997, QWO is dedicated to serving people with developmental disabilities, their families 
and caregivers by providing services that restore their spiritual, mental, physical and emotional health.
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2011: A year of 
building

“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 
~ Hebrews 11:1 

Have you ever experienced an entire year of challenges, trials, and pains? 2011 
proved to be one of those years for this ministry. Triggered by a need to respond to the 
changing environment in which we now operate, QWO took the offensive in preparing 
the organization for what many are calling “lean years”. However, among the many 
decisions to streamline expenses, infrastructure, and overhead, never did we lose our 
faith that God was masterfully orchestrating  each change to His ministry to people 
with developmental disabilities. In fact, it was this faith that helped us believe that there 

was hope for an even brighter future for this 
organization. There were many times that the 
leadership team didn’t know how our decisions 
would turn out, however, in each situation, by 
prayer and seeking God’s wisdom, we acted 
in faith. Now as we look back over the last 
year, we can clearly see God’s hand in making 
the necessary changes for QWO to continue 
to thrive. QWO is now more efficient, more 
recession-resistant, and more effective in the 
services we provide.  As great as that is, it pales 

in comparison to the fact that QWO is even stronger because God has built our faith 
in Him even more. For 2011, we thank QWO’s prayerful and wise leadership team our 
faithful volunteers, staff, and supporters and we especially thank God for his faithfulness 
to us. Was the year easy? NO. Was it necessary? YES.  Am I ready for 2012?  
ABSOLUTELY! 

From all of us at QWO,  

2011 HAS PROVEN TO BE THE MOST CHALLENGING YEAR WE’VE FACED IN THE FIFTEEN 
YEARS OF QWO.  THIS YEAR WAS MARKED BY STAFF REDUCTIONS, SERVICE CHANGES, 
PENDING BUDGET CUTS AND MORE.  HOW DID WE GET THROUGH THESE DIFFICULT TIMES?  
FAITH.   by Steve Ristow, Executive Director

1. Treasure Nights:

3. Family Support:
Understanding that the responsibility of caring 
for a person with a DD is challenging, QWO 
comes alongside families to help with the 
everyday tasks that aren’t always attended to.

2. Respite Care:
Aiming to strengthen caregivers and enrich the 
lives of people with DD, QWO provides both 
overnight weekend respite care and day respite 
programs to guests at our two B&B’s in Tigard 
and Hillsboro.  

CORE SERVICES 
OF OUR MINISTRY3

QWO’s Board of 
Directors share their  
accomplishments 
and focus for 2012

         ~ page 3

An interview 
with a local artist 
and guest of the 
Discovery Program.

         ~ page 3

Local ministry teams 
up with guests 
to form a unique 
partnership 

           ~ page 2

QWO helps locate, train, and mentor volunteers 
from local area churches to provide monthly 
activity nights to people with DD.  Currently, 
seven churches reach 350+ participants each 
month.  Focus is on opening the doors for the 
Christian community to include & embrace 
people with DD as a valuable part of their 
church & the community.

faith

Merry Christmas!

Members 
from Tualatin 
Presbyterian 
Church (right) 
redecorate the 
Daisy room 
at Martha’s 
Place

Don (left) helps replace the 
floors at Martha’s Place

Tigard Kiwanis (above) join together each 
year to work on projects at Martha’s Place

Dana (right) is one of seven 
Treasure Night leaders that run 
monthly programs at churches

Mel (above) and Dale & Sandy (left) 
are a few of the hundreds of 
QWO volunteers that make 
the Treasure Nights 
special

Rich (right) helps with handy-man 
jobs each week at both homes


